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Background to Proposal

Sample itinerary for a 8 day touring programme through Scotland concentrating on some of the many areas of natural beauty in Scotland as well as some of the wonderful gardens.



Map of the Proposed Route
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Map of the Proposed Route

Day 1 - Glasgow

Arrival of the group at Glasgow Airport where our guide and driver will be waiting to greet them.  Transfer into Glasgow city centre for a brief panoramic tour.
Glasgow is Scotland’s largest city and was renowned for its industry and commerce, having prospered in the 18th & 19th centuries with the tobacco, sugar & textiles trades and the shipbuilding industry.  Today, Glasgow is known for its lively cultural life, being home to the Scottish Opera, the Scottish Ballet and the Scottish National Orchestra.  The City received the award of European City of Culture in 1990 and the City of Architecture in 1999.
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Following our panoramic tour, we propose a visit to Pollok House.

This is an impressive 18th century mansion, filled with wonderful collections of Spanish art, antique furniture, silverware and ceramics, and was the house of Sir John Stirling Maxwell, a founder member of the National Trust for Scotland.  Located in the heart of Pollok Country Park, the House is surrounded by formal and walled gardens.
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Arrive at our hotel for dinner and overnight in Glasgow.

Day 2 – Glasgow / Loch Lomond / Inveraray

Following a hearty Scottish breakfast, we depart from Glasgow and journey northwards towards Loch Lomond.  Here, a cruise will be arranged for the guests.
Loch Lomond is one of the most beautiful lochs in Scotland containing more than 30 picturesque islands, the largest of which are Inchmurrin (‘The Isle of Spears’) with its ruined Castle and Inchcailloch (The Island of Old Women), which was the ancient burial place of the clan MacGregor.  The scenery around Loch Lomond varies tremendously.  From rolling agricultural pasture land in the south, to mountains in the north, with the imposing Ben Lomond (3194ft) on the eastern shore.
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In the afternoon, we continue to make our way northwards towards Inveraray.  Our journey will take us along the shores of Loch Fyne before we arrive at Inveraray Castle & Gardens.
Inveraray Castle has been the seat of the chiefs of Clan Campbell, the Dukes of Argyll, since the 15th century.  The current 18th century building includes whimsical turrets and fake battlements.  Inside is the impressive armoury hall, which has walls patterned with an extensive collection of pole arms, dirks, muskets and Lochaber axes.  The gardens surrounding the castle cover sixteen acres, of which, around two acres are formal lawns and flowerbeds, the remainder being park and woodland.
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Arrive at our hotel in this area for dinner and overnight.

Day 3 – Inveraray / Crinan / Oban

Today we visit some of the famous gardens in this part of Scotland.  Firstly, we suggest a visit to Crarae Gardens.
A spectacular 50-acre woodland garden in a dramatic setting. Crarae has a wonderful collection of woody plants centred on the Crarae Burn, which is spanned by several bridges and tumbles through a rocky gorge in a series of cascades. A wide variety of shrubs and trees chosen for spring flowering and autumn colour grow in the shelter of towering conifers, and the lush, naturalistic planting and rushing water gives the feel of a Himalayan valley.  The gardens contain ones of the best collections of wild-origin Rhododendrons in Scotland.

[image: image6.jpg]



We continue along the shores of Loch Fyne towards Crinan via Lochgilphead.  Lunch will be arranged at the Crinin Hotel where we have the bonus of the hotel garden too.

After lunch, we follow the west coast where we visit Arduaine Gardens, a green oasis of tranquillity.

Arduaine is a wonderfully moist and mossy coastal garden, influenced beneficially by the North Atlantic Drift and enjoyed by enthusiasts from all over the world. Twenty acres of outstanding woodland plants include not only a major rhododendron species collection with a leaning towards the more tender, but also all the usual spring-flowering favourites such as camellia, pieris, azalea and magnolia.
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We then return to the Oban area for dinner and overnight.

Day 4 – Oban / Fort Willian / Inverness

After breakfast, we leave our hotel and travel along the west coast towards Appin where we can make a visit to Kinlochlaich House & Gardens, a private venue.

The gardens are set around Kinlochlaich House, having been laid out about 1790 by John Campbell of Lochend. They incorporate a fine hexagonal walled garden, informal plantings, spring garden and bluebell woodland walk. The Garden Plant Centre commenced in 1976 and has developed over the years to offer one of the largest range of plants in Scotland. It must be one of the very few centres which uses a walled garden in which to demonstrate and display plants.
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Following our visit here, we continue northwards, allowing for a photo stop at Glencoe.

Glencoe is an area of dramatic landscapes and historical significance.  The infamous massacre of 1692 took place at Glencoe where the MacDonalds were slaughtered at the hands of the Campbells.
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In the afternoon, we pass through Spean Bridge and journey up the length of Loch Ness, where a visit could be made to Urquhart Castle.
Urquhart was at one time, Scotland’s largest castle.  Sat high on a promontory on the western shores of Loch Ness, it’s extensive ruins date from the 14th century, although are on the site of an earlier fort.  Due to its position that affords good views both up and down the length of the loch, Urquhart Castle is the ideal location for a little Nessie spotting!
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Finally we arrive in Inverness Capital of the Highlands for dinner & overnight.
Day 5 – Inverness / Gairloch / Poolewe / Inverness

Today will be a long day as we visit one of Scotland’s most famous gardens, but it is a journey worth taking.  We pass through some of the most scenic parts of Scotland, witnessing varied landscapes and lochs.
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Our journey will take us to Loch Maree, via Gairloch before we finally arrive at Poolewe where we visit Inverewe Gardens.

Inverewe Garden has a wonderful array of foreign plants which are well suited to the Gulf Stream.  There are giant yuccas, phormiums and plenty of other exotic species, from all over the world, rhododendrons from the Himalayas, eucalypts from Tasmania, oleria from New Zealand and other plants from Chile and South Africa. Inverewe Garden set in 50 acres on the west coast of Scotland is worth visiting in all the seasons.
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We return along the west coast to Dundonnell and then south to Garve, where we will the Falls of Rogie.  A short walk through the forest leads you to the Falls of Rogie.  From your vantage point on the suspension bridge, you can look down onto the falls where it is sometimes possible to see salmon jumping upstream.
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We then return to our hotel in Inverness for dinner & overnight.

Day 6 – Inverness / Scone Palace / Edinburgh

Following breakfast, we depart from Inverness and journey southwards towards Perth, where a visit will be made to Scone Palace.
Scone is the ancestral home of the Earls of Mansfield and was the ancient crowning place of Scottish Kings.  The Palace is famous for its beautiful architecture and its unique collection of ivories and porcelains.
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From Scone, we journey westwards towards Drummond Castle and Gardens, where a visit will be arranged to their formal gardens.
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Described as one of the finest formal gardens in Europe, Drummond has all the characteristics of a courtly, 17th century Scottish Renaissance garden. It is a composite garden, restructured in early Victorian times and renewed again in the 20th century when the garden framework and the exceptional interest of the original 19th century design were carefully preserved.
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After our visit to Drummond Castle, we continue our journey towards Edinburgh where a brief panoramic tour of the Capital City will be arranged upon our arrival.

The city is in fact made up of two towns – the medieval Old Town with its high buildings and narrow alleyways and the New Town with its elegant Georgian town houses and classical crescents.
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We then transfer to our hotel for dinner and overnight.

Day 7 - Edinburgh

Today, we continue our discovery of the city with a morning visit to Edinburgh Castle.
No visit to the city would be complete without a visit to the Castle during which time guests will be able to view the Honours of Scotland (the Scottish Crown Jewels), the Stone of Destiny and St. Margaret’s Chapel, the oldest part of the castle dating back to the 10th century.
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We then continue to the Royal Botanic Gardens where a visit will be arranged.

Regarded as Scotland’s premier garden, the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is one of the city’s most popular tourist attractions but still an area of scientific importance.  The garden, which was first opened in 1670 as a small physic (medicinal) garden near Holyrood House, was designed by two doctors, Andrew Balfour and Robert Sibbald. It was moved to its present location during the 1820s and expanded to cover an area of 31 hectares (78 acres). Today, the garden contains a unique collection of plants from around the world, housed in the world-famous Rock Garden, the Chinese Hillside and the Glasshouse Experience.
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Dinner & overnight at our hotel in Edinburgh.

Day 8 – Transfer to Glasgow Airport

Following breakfast at the hotel, departure from Edinburgh and journey through to Glasgow Airport for the return flight home.
